MINUTES OF THE 1057th WHEELTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON MONDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2023
AT WHEELTON VILLAGE HALL, WEST VIEW, WHEELTON 

PRESENT:  Councillors Mrs Berry (Chair), Dickenson, Mrs France, Hayes, and Wheale.  
IN ATTENDANCE:    Mrs J Carr (Parish Clerk) and two members of the Public.  
	

	

	
	

	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	

	
	Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors Harper, Scambler and County Councillor Cullens. 

	
	

	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	

	
	There were no declarations of interest. 

	
	

	
	MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING 2 OCTOBER 2023

	
	

	130/11/23


	The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chair on behalf of the Parish Council.  

Councillors reported that the gate post at the Red Lion had not been repaired and was dangerous.  Complaints had been received from residents, so the Clerk was requested to write to the Landlord to request that the wall is made safe and repaired.  

	
	

	
	COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

	
	

	131/11/23

132/11/23


	Councillors agreed to move the agenda item Email from Resident within this part of the meeting.  

Mr Eccleston reported that gates have been installed across the footpath FP0921008.  The matter was discussed, and Councillors noted that they had received a copy of the Residents email.  The resident reported that he had been informed that a gate can only be put on a footpath if it is to control livestock or if there was originally a gate in that place.  Neither of these apply and the gates were obstructing access to his driveway.  The County Council have attended the site on three occasions.  The gates have been reported as an obstruction although it was noted that the gates are not locked so it is not stopping access by foot.  
Councillor France agreed to investigate the matter with the Public Rights of Way Officer.  The Clerk was requested to inform County Councillor Cullens and email The Public Rights of Way Officer to establish what was being done about the situation.  

The Clerk advised that the Borough Council had advised that there were daffodil bulbs available to be collected again this year.  Councillor Hayes agreed to collect a bag and arrange for them to be planted in the Parish.  

	
	

	
	POLICE REPORT

	
	

	
	The Clerk reported that there a report had been received from the Police and gave an overview of the number of offences that had been reported from June to October 2023.  

	
	

	133/11/23

134/11/23
	ENHANCING WHEELTON

a) Traffic Matters

Councillors Harper and Haynes advised that work was ongoing to repair finger post at the War Memorial.  The site visit was still outstanding. 
b) Recreation Area Enhancement

The additional equipment on the Recreation Ground Play Area had now been installed.  Councillors felt that it might be possible to consider tarmacking the entrance between the gate and the footpath in the future.   
The Clerk reported that she had been informed that a resident had been concerned by the tree at the top of Meadow Street which was leaning towards the row of houses.  A local Tree Surgeon had inspected the tree and advised that it was not in danger of falling over immanently.  Following discussion, The Parish Council RESOLVED to start the process of biennial tree inspections on the Recreation Ground and War Memorial.     
c) War Memorial

The Clerk reported that the contractor had confirmed that he would be undertaking the pointing of the War Memorial steps but did not have a date yet. 
d) Dog Poo Bag dispensers

Councillor Hayes reported that he had been requested to enquire whether the Parish Council would install some Dog Poo Bag dispensers in the Parish.  It was noted that the Rivers and Canal Trust had removed the dog bins on the canal.  The Parish Council requested that the Clerk enquire how the dispenses worked at Clayton-le-Woods, the costs and how useful they were.    

	
	

	 
	PLANNING MATTERS

	
	

	
	There were no planning applications to review. 

 

	
	

	
	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENTS

	
	

	135/11/23


	All accounts were authorised for payment:


	
	Mrs J Carr – Salary November – £400.00
Inland Revenue – Salary Deductions November - £100.00

Chorley Silver Band – Donation for the Remembrance Service - £50.00

RBL – Poppy Wreath - £25.00

Kompan – New Play Equipment - £4798.32

CPRE – Annual Subscription - £36.00

DD Easy Websites – Web Hosting and Support November – £27.60
E-On – War Memorial Electric - £128.92

The Clerk reported that Easy Websites had advised that they would be increasing the cost of the website from January 2023 and that the NJC pay scales had been announced.  Councillors noted this information.    

	
	

	
	EXTERNAL AUDITORS REPORT 

	
	

	136/11/23
	Councillors RESOLVED to note the External Auditors report as circulated and noted that it had no actions to undertake.    

	
	

	
	GRANT PAYMENTS

	
	

	137/11/23
	Councillors noted the two grant payments included in the budget but agreed to RESOLVED to defer payment until they were requested. 

	
	

	
	REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

	
	

	
	Councillors considered the arrangements for the Remembrance Service on 12th November 2023 and the Clerk confirmed that all invitations had been accepted.
The service sheets had been put in the Clock Tower so did not need retyping.
A replacement Bugler had been found from Chorley Silver Band at a cost of £50.00.    

	
	

	
	MAYOR OF CHORLEY’S INVITATION 

	
	

	
	Councillors noted the invitation from the Mayor of Chorley Council to attend their Remembrance Service.  

	
	

	
	CAROLS AROUND THE TREE

	
	

	
	Councillor Wheale confirmed that G Fox would supply a Christmas Tree for the Memorial gardens.

. 

Councillor Dickenson confirmed that The Village Tea Rooms would be happy to provide refreshments again this year.
The Clerk advised that: 
· Mr Warburton had advised that he would be able to provide the PA again this year and that he had the Carol Sheets for the event. 
· Mr Shorrock had agreed to be the narrator again this year.  

	
	

	
	NEWSLETTER

	
	

	
	Councillors discussed articles for the newsletter and Councillor France agreed to write something regarding the update on the Brinscall Surgery contract.


	
	

	
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

	
	

	
	· Temporary road closure on Harbour Lane, Wheelton from 7 December 2023 to 14 December 2023.   

	
	

	
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING



	
	Monday 4 December 2023 at 8.00pm.

The meeting closed at 9.30pm.  



	
	

	
	Minutes approved and accepted as correct.

...........................................................     

Chair
Dated ................................
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